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THE wispy wreathes of palo smoke
settled Into diaphanous strata In
the air of Orvllle'o room, where

tie and Harold werjo sitting. It was
near the end of a day busy with prepattitlonsfor a peculiar expedition to
a distant city. The village ot lianeflllewas getting ready to escort Or-
vllle, as a prospective groom, and:
Harold, as prospective be3t man, to
the distant old city of romance. New!

ed. For eight long months her friends
in Baneville had missed her from
their dances, parties and social events.!
Jrville Jiad been twico to see her:
iere, and now he was planning to.
ike the whole town to bring h'r back.;
Through the cigarette fog a nura-1

jer of photographs could be seen on

he table in the center of Orville's
»om. I
"There they are.all of thrm!" he

laid, pointing the tip of his cigarettj
bward the pictures. "I sup-pose you
piow every girl I ever went with in
.his burg."
His friend looked casually toward.

he group. ITe had serious dark cye3
md waving dark hair combed loose-:

K back from a wide, intelligent brow,
rville was no less handsome, but lie
las blonde and slightly stout and bia
lyes were blue and less seriously ex-!
)resslve. "A cynic," same called him.1
A good fellow," others said, llis
yviai manner v/on friends easily.
"Look here,' he said, taking up on«|

if the photographs. "June's a trick
,11 right. We thougth a lot of each
ther one time. She was wild ab.r.it

"If I w»»ro in your piano, old rhap,"
aid Harold disapprovingly. "I'd >iuit;
casting ar.d i"it all tliosj picture.-,
way rxci-pt o:io,.the One
Ah! I,loon of My Bolisht: Orvilc

xclaime-l. holding up th-i largj pjr-1
rait of* ho bride-to-be. H.ircl 1 tl:rj
ot lift Ms eyes from t!i.> point i:i|
pace a', which liis gazj was thought-!
jly fixed.
"Rave on," was all he said.
"There's the girl of girU! See here,]Id man; when It comes lirnj to slip!

le thit liille circle of gold, don't you
>rget which pocket it's in," laughed
rvllle. "But .-.hat do you think of|
nr wedding party, anvw-> Isn't it
stunt to take the whole burg 800

tiles to see you haltered for life?'
here'il he just two carloads of us;
ic Pullmans are reserved and the:
aln'U be ready at 1 a. m., southward
>und." !
Harold looked kern.lv beneath hist
irk brows toward Orville.
"Don't you think it's rather nervy!
^ske along all the ashes of your past
nlanceH to pave the way for wedded
fss?" ho asked.
"Of course It's all right." said Or-
llo unabashed. "Every girl in this:
3 burg will know v.-ithin forty-eight
lura wliut kind of a wedding can be,
llod oil In metropolitan style,
here'il be nothing else to talk about
r sis generations to come. Leave it
mo to do things right."
"You've got the back account behind
n," commented Harold, "and a life ot
npine&s with a fine girl ahead." lrded.Orville began to gather up th>
lotographs,. dumping them into an
n drawer of his desk. For an inltone of the pictures lingered upo*
Persian pattern of the table cover

rold's eyes fastened sharply upon it.
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then he reached forward and took It
UP. v

."Say, old. chap.that girl doesn't belongto your collection. I'm going to
cop this," and he put the picture into
his own pocket.

"Certainly you can have it," said Orvillewillingly. "You're right. She's
only nine and Mabel's friend, and I
guess she thinks more of you than ever
she thought of me." Then he added,
"What a stunting maid of honor she'll
make! You and sho will make a finelookingpair."

A noisy fun-filled crowd of young
men and women with elderly guests
gathered at the town depot at midnight.They piled Into the reserved
Pullmans when ihe train an-lved fifteenminutes late In Ba&eville. Sleepingpassengers were aroused by the
clamor. Throughout the next/ day
smiling faces greeted the passage of
the train bearing in large letters on
two of its Pullmans the large sign
"The Wedding Special."

Orville did not reserve much time to
himself en route, generously sharing
it with the originals of his photographiccollection and others. But
there came an interval when everybodywas tired and when-Crvllle found
himself with his feet stretched across
ihf arm of an empty seat in the smokingcar Darkness was framed outcu!nMio windows and «mnlrv /Hm.llf
reflections were framed within. In
imago of '.he past, refreshing OrviUe's
memory of a cherished scene.
He remembered how the moonlight

silvered gables ar4 treetops, and how
patches of it. pale sheen fell at his
feet when he and Mabel sat on the
front stops of her old home in Baneville.In the depths of her eyes he
had seemed to see the response which
the tobacco haze of the room came an
ho had craved so long. But Mabel had
always been more or less of a sphynxliliemystery to him. She then had
surprlscr him by saying. "No, there is
no one else. I like you as well as any
one." |

But ho wanted far more than that
from her. He had determined that if
she would not promise him that night
to be his wife the blame of failure
would be his alone. He remembered
how with the ardor of sudden impulse
lie had swept her bodiiy into his arms,
holding her so firmly that sbe could
not struggle.
"Oh. Orviile! Don't.please don't,'

sho had whispered while t<»rs c,vie
into the corners of her eyes. 13nt his
arms we're locked and he had thrown
away the key.
"You must promise me now.tonight.It is our last night together.

You must say that you will let me
conic for you and bring you back as
my w'fe."
Under Uo spell of his arms and

kisse; s'i? had promised. Her father
and Miother were pleased with the turn
of affairs. or.:i the engagement had
been announced soon after Mabel hail
gone. That was eight months ago. and
now.here he was almost at the Journey'ser.d. Soon Jtnhol would be a
member of the wedding party traveling
back to the drowsy little town where
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he was so Important Financially and ]
socially he could make his wife very:
proud.
His reminiscence was dispelled by'

the preparations nearing the end of the
Journey. New Orleans, that quaint old
town, was beginning to glide past the
windows. There would be a great
time ahead for the Jolly crowd in the
Pullmans when they set about seeing
the curiosities of the interesting city,
Orvllle and the members of his fam-;
ily were to be the guest3 of the bride's;
father and mother. The others were
booked for a hotel. When the train
came to a full stop In the station and.
the party were assembling around the
cars awaiting directions, Orvllle caught

[sight of his future father-in-law, a;
large man with gray side whiskers.1
Ho came forward with some embar-
rassment and taking Orvllle by the|
arm whispered, "We must not be over;heard.comc over to tho wailing room;
a moment." I

Orvllle called to his friends to wait
'until he returned. Then, in the cornerl
of the busy room, lie hoard the news.j
"Mabel has greatly disappointed allj

of us," said her father in a much-;
broken voice. "Just two hours ag<\
s-lie left a note telling us that she had
eloped with a certain young man who;
has been friendly since we came here.
Neither her mother nor I had any Idea;
how things were going. We would!
have stopped them in time or would'
have let you know. It's too bad, buti
nuiliing tan be clone now about it."

Orville was stunni-d at first. He was
too dazed to reply. Without a word he

the arni and piloted him bark to the j,crowd.
"Stand here a moment," he said

hoarsely. Then he took Harold aside,
After a brief consultation, the latter
whispered a few words to the maid of
.honor. She turned pale, then blushed,
and shook her head in slow approval.

Orviile stepped up In front of the1
attentive, silent crowd, and said in a,
voice loud pnough for all to bear:

Friends, wedding guests, Banevil-1
lers! A minor change has been madej
in oud plans because of the whims of
the lady chiefly concerned. My friend;
here," he said, touching Harold's arm,
"will take my place as groonj. And
this charming Jady," he added, taking;
the maid o* honr-.r by the hand and
leading her toward Harold "is to be the;
bride. As for myself," he took out a
cigarette and lit it. "Well, the joke's
on me.and so is the blame if every
or.e of you don't have the best time im
neinnblo in this old town. Lot's carry
out all plans as originally intended,
banquet and all, barring the change
mentioned. Presto! Come now! On
with the play!" )
Murmur started in the crowd. There

were whispers. "He's a good fellow,;
anyway.' and all the originals of his
plibtcgraphlc collection rallied around'
him with genuine delight.
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"What is camouflage, pa?"
"Staining your fingCTs with ink to|
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At First M. P. Church.

The employes of the Mid-West Box
factory attended the services at the
First M. P. churc J last evening. There
were some special musical numbers
and the song se: vice le3 by the large
choir was most inspiring. Rev. Lawsonpreached an excellent discourse
upon "The Deliverer." He was given
the most earnest attention and there
wero several conversions. Tonight
the men from the Owens factory will
attend tbp service in a body. Seats
will be reserved for thc-m and the
service will probably be the most Interestingone yet held during these
series of meetings.

"* Home From Baltimore.
Mrs. Willis Irons of Colfax who has

been a sarglcal patient at Johns Hopkinshospital at Baltimore arrived
home Thursday morning. Her husbandwent down and accompanied her
K«mn Mro Trnno la rprnVftHnfr nifp.

ly from her recent operation.
Aid Society.

Tho Aid Society of the Diamond
Ftreet church. As the membership of
the society is large the society was
divided into four divisions and at the
next meeting superintendents will be
appointed for each division making
the work less arduous for the president.There will be about fifty membersin each division.

Teacher III.
Miss McConnell n teacher in the

East Side high school has been ill and
unable for duties the past few days.
Mrs. Clinton has charge of her classesduring her absence.

Personal.
Mrs. E. C. Rowand nnd children

spent Thursday at Grafton guests ot
Mrs. Ilolverstoff and. family.
Mrs. Gregory and daughter Mrs

Willison who have been guests of th =

former's soft D. T. Gregory in DiaV

=
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mond street returned to their home a:
Webster Springs today.
Mr. And Mrs. J. L. Carpenter have

returned from a several days stay at
Colfax.

Mrs. M. R. Merrifield who was a

surgical patient at Cooks hospital has
returned to her home In Wilson street
She is recorenng from her operation
rapidly.

Social.
The B. Y. P. U. of the Palatine Bap1tist church will Rive a good program

at their social this evening which will!be held in the social room of the
church.
^

The Story Ladyjj
Peter jumped up suddenly and ran

to the bathroom, opened the medicinechest, took out a box and hurried
back to Hutb, who was just finishing
her map.
"See here. Riith, hero if your quinineall the capsuls ready to paste on

your K3p. And why couldn't you put
the rest of the things in the empty
capsules, too?"
"Why I believe I could," said Ru$

"Peter, you're a bright boy."
So they took the capsules to the

kitchen and had lots of fun filling
them with all the different spices,
pepper and cloves and cinnamon and
nutmeg. Peter got pepper up his nose
and sneezed so haru that mamma came
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to the kitchen. to «e« what thoie childrenwer« up to. Is
They they isited the sugar jar and da

the flour and meal bin and the coffee hi
can.
Ruth had drawn a rery good map

and when she and Petrr had pasted cr
the capsulee in place and pasted ait cfc
of cotton and a piece of jar rubber on! 17
1t too, they berth agreed that Ruth _

would win the dollar.
And she did. too! j jiAnd that wasn't aH. She gave Pe- K

ter half of it! |
.Helen Carpenter Moore.

And Nothing But Questions.
"I'm never going to return a lost

.article to any ono again," said a KansasCitv tnnn the other day.
"Why?" he asked.
"Well, this fellow advertised a rewardfor the return of ibis dog, and

do questions asked. And then when
I took the dog and went up and rang' pthr bell hie wife answered the door.":*5
.Kansas City Star.
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